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bably saw in the gradual loosening of the caste system in
India one of the causes of ihe spiritual decay of the peo-
ple.   It goes without saying that this attitude towards
caste became rather unpopular after the French Revolu-
tion when new humanitarian ideals pervaded Europe
and the caste system was considered to be the very in-
carnation of evil and injustice on earth.   On the other
hand, however, Europeans always spoke in favour of
the caste system whenever they were exposed to reac-
tionary influences in politics and social organization, as
in the nineteenth century and in more recent times as
part of the nationalistic revival in post-war  Europe,
Humanitarianism of any kind has never been very po-
pular among 'practical politicians', and Dubois, although
a missionary and guided by apparently the most altruistic
emotions,  sides  with  the  reaction.   His   escape   from
France at a crucial moment of her history only provides
the psychological background to his praise of the caste
system.   As most of the writers after him, Dubois also
stresses the 'spiritual' advantages of caste.    The social
point of view is rejected as irrelevant:   'I believe caste
division to be in many respects the chef d'oeuvre, the
happiest effort, of Hindu legislation.   I am persuaded
that it is simply and solely due to the distribution of the
people into castes that India did not lapse into a state of
barbarism, and that she preserved and perfected the arts
and sciences of civilization^ whilst most other nations of
the earth remained in a state of barbarism*   After much
careful thought I can discover no other reason except
caste whkh accounts for the Hindus not having fallen
into the same state of barbarism as their neighbours and

* Dubois, op. cit,> P. 28.